
Good Morning, 

I hope this message finds you well. As the landscape of COVID-19 continues 
to shift and change and resources and access to additional supports become 
available, the DCSD is working hard to take advantage of opportunities to 
strengthen practices, protocols, and procedures in place to protect the 
health and safety of our students and staff. 

Our Nursing Department has been at the forefront of much of this work. As a 
result, the DCSD is prepared and now has the capacity to begin surveillance 
testing using antigen testing kits. These test kits have results in 15 minutes. 
A positive test result will require the individual to have the positive test 
result confirmed by a PCR test, but surveillance gives us a head start on 
contact tracing and limit exposure more rapidly. 

In layman terms, the antigen test available to us is a nasal swab, but it is not 
the "deep dive" of the PCR test. 

Students and staff will not be tested unless we have written consent on 
file. Many of you have already submitted consent for your student to be 
tested for COVID-19. You can find our consent form using the following 
link:  https://www.dryden.k12.ny.us/cms/one.aspx?portalId=506184&pageI
d=613050. 

Beginning 19-JAN-2021, the DCSD will test at least 10% of the population 
over the course of 30 days. We anticipate that as our nursing staff refines 
protocols, builds additional capacity, and create efficiencies in the testing 
program, we will be able to test greater than 10% of our population. 

I want to publicly thank the dedicated hard work of our nursing staff and 
Anne's leadership of the department as they have been diligently preparing 
to do this work. If you have questions about this program, please call your 
child's Health Office by dialing 607.844.8694 and follow the voice prompts. 

As a reminder, the District is closed on Monday, 18-JAN-2021 in observance 
of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday. Take care of yourself. Take care of 
each other. Always...#LionPride! . 

#LionPride, 

Josh Bacigalupi 




